


The Fifteenth Annual West-Coast Science-Fantasy 
Conference will be held in Los Angeles on June 30 ^nd 
July 1, 1962. We will be meeting at the Alexandria 
Hotel, whose fine facilities you will find described 
elsewhere. We are awaiting confirmation of our Guest 
of Honor, and we are beginning to make plans for what 
we hope will be one of the most enjoyable Westercons 
ever held.

This first Progress Report is being sent out to 
several hundred people whom we think might be inter
ested in hearing of our plans and in attending next 
summer’s get-together. Membership in the 15th Annual 
Westercon is only $1.00, and, of course, as conven
tion committees always need money to meet those early 
expenses, we ask you to join as soon as possible. 
Whether you attend or not, you’ll receive all four 
Progress Reports that will keep you abreast of our 
plans, and the Program with all its information about 
the Conference itself. And, of course, if you attend 
for that same $1.00 you will be able to be in on all 
the fun with your favorite professionals and fans.

■for ohe old-timers, a science fiction conference 
is a chance to meet people: the people you haven’t 
seen since the last con, and the interesting newcomers 
you wish you had met long ago. For the newcomer, it 
is a chance to meet the professional authors and editors 
whose work you have seen in print, and to talk with 
other fans who like the same sort of things that you do. 
And, of course, for everyone, it is a chance to talk 
about our favorite form of literature: science fiction.

We think that you will find our planned program 
fun, and ii things run true to form, the unplanned 
parties will be even more fun.

Send in your $1.00 and keep up with the plans.’

-- The Westercon Committee—



the. Jlcti -Pnaeles ^CLQ.aeol'CLn.ta^ ^octety 
meets every Thursday evening at 8:00 P.M. 

at 2790 West Eighth Street, Los Angeles 5, California. 
Phone Dunkirk 9-0619. Visitors are always welcome.

The LASFS publishes:

SHANGRI-L’AFFAIRES, a general fanzine every 
two months. Sample copy 25^ or 5 issues for $1.00.

MENACE OF THE LASFS, the journal of the minutes. 
Twice-a-month. Subscription 50^ for six issues.

LASFS NEWSLETTER, published irregularly at 35^ 
a year.

The LASFS will be moving soon; a postcard will 
get you a sample copy of the Newsletter, and our new 
address, and notice of plans for future meetings.

70/? ££)££
GESTETNER 120

The LASFS has voted to buy an electric 
duplicator. There is nothing wrong with our old 
one, but we are tired of hand-cranking so we are 
putting the old machine up for sale and investing 
in electricity. Our Gestetner is in good condition, 
will be completely cleaned and checked before sale, 
and, if sold in the Los Angeles area, will bear a 
1 year guarantee (the machine should last more than 
that elsewhere, too, we just can’t service it out 
of town.) Those who have seen the SHANGRI-L’AFFAIRES 
Christmas art supplements know the sort of work of 
which this machine is capable. Model 120 Gestetner, 
complete with post-card attachment, color change clamp 
and three color change kits, $225. Write the LASFS 
at 2790 ’Vest Eighth Street, Los Angeles 5, California.



BANQUET

The highlight of every Westercon is always 
the Banquet with its good food and fine speeches. 
Anthony Boucher has agreed to act as our Toast- 
Master again this year, and those who have heard 
him in the past will vouch that he is one of the 
finest in the business. We are also awaiting 
word from our Guest of Honor, and we predict that 
his address will be a highpoint of the con.

The menu will be one-half roast chicken, 
with soup, salad, vegetable, potato, drink, and 
dessert. The cost will be $^-.00 per person, 
which is a very reasonable figure for a banquet 
meal. The best time to make reservations, of 
course, is right now, and we will be sending 
out the banquet reservation cards along with 
the Membership cards just as soon as we have 
them printed. You can bust be assured of an 
early membership by joining the Westercon right 
now. Details on the back page.

COMMITTEE FOR THE 15TH ANNUAL WESTERCON

Chairman: Al Lewis
Secretary: John Trimble
Treasurer: William B- Ellern 
Art and Display: Bjo Trimble 
Publications: Ernie Wheatley 
Publicity - Fan: Ron Ellik 
Publicity - Professional: Forrest J. Ackerman 
Information Booklet: Bruce Henstell



Many of you will remember the Alexandria Hotel 
£S the meeting place of the 16th World Science Fiction 
Convention held in 1958. The hotel is now in the 
orocess of extensive remodeling, and should present 
a fine appearance for the Westercon next year. The 
railways have been repainted, the California room, 
which -will be our Display Room, has been redecorated; 
many of the guest rooms —including all of those 
which will be allotted to members of the Westercon--
hav e been refurbished, and new elevators have been 
installed. (They may be less adventurous but they 
are more certain.)

There will be a flat room rate for all convention 
attendees, and all rooms will be in the newly redecor
ated portion of the hotel. Insofar as possible, unless 
you request otherwise, all Convention rooms will be on 
the same floor, which makes socializing easy.

Room prices: Singles $7.00
Doubles $8.50 
Twins $10.00

And, of course, there are suites available, too.

Westercon members will receive a special rate 
on Hotel Garage parking.

The California Room will be the center of our 
displays and exhibits, and from there it is two 
steps to the long balcony overlooking the Grand 
Ballroom, which will be our Central Meeting Hall. 
Through the hall from the Ballroom is the Lounge, 
where Conference party goers will be able to meet 
around the clock. In the Lounge will also be our 
registration desk which will be open a day early 
so that early attendees may pick up their programs 
and locate the parties, as well as being open 
throughout the con. We will also have a Convention 
Suite and special meeting rooms are available for 
any group that might wish them.

Reservation Cards will be sent to Conference 
members with their Membership cards.
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WESTERCON XIV - Financial Report

Income

Memberships $217.50
Candle Sales 18.00
Advertising-Program Booklet 10.00
Banquet Ticket Sales 308.75
Auction 342.00

TOTAL $896.25
Expenses

Printing $135.00
Postage 83.00
Donation to Willis Fund 20.00
Don Day Award 5.00
Banquet Cost (inc. comp, meals) 403.75
Morris Scott Dollens for paintings 40.00
Posters 18.00
Advertising not paid (LASFS, CHIAC) 6.00
Hotel Expenses 116.00
Telephone 17.00
Candles 40.00
Miscellaneous 12.50

TOTAL $896.25 

(signed) Rog Phillips 

immmmmmmnrmmmmmmm
ADVERTISING RATES

Full Page: $3*00
Half Page 1.50 
1/4 Page .75

These rates will apply to both the Progress 
Reports and the Program Booklet. Mimeogiaph 
process will be used, so if your copy is com
plex, please ad $.75 per ad and we will hare 
it reproduced by photo stencil. Page size, 
will be the same as for this Progress Report. 
Deadline for the Second Progress Report-is 
December 1st, 1961.



This Progress Report is Joeing distributed free 
of charge to interested parties. The Second and 
Subsequent Reports, however, will go only to members 
of the 15th Annual Westercon.

Send your $1.00 today to:

William B. Ellem, Treasurer
15th Annual West Coast Science Fantasy 
Conference
7103 Brynhurst Ave.
Los Angeles ^3, Calif.

■Q'dwolk tfoni. -l-j&lnQSS
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WESTERCON XV
2790 West 8th St.
Los Angeles 5, Calif.
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